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LIGHT
_ FLASHES b
(_$00000000000000000000000500COROBO0000§_

March 16th, 1946, And your editor
finds himself doing another column for
LIGHT, this time about a week earlier
than usuale This column is alwaeys typed
last of all, so the issue is finished.
Everything 1s done, except for this AND
what must always wait til tho very ond-
the fillipg in of any litilo spaces
which may bo loft, to give you @ fully
packed- so round- so firm- packagel

No doubt the first thing you not=-
jcod was tho pressnce of the extra
pages. Tho magazine could quite easily
have hod only 15 pages, but thet would
have put Gibson's covor elsowhers but
on tho roar. Yos, another Gibaon back-~
cover. Gibson is going to Tech in Cal-
gary, taking up Commcrcial Art. Due to
the fact thet time is at a high prem-
ium with him, more than the two covers
cannot be promised for the time being.
However, LIGHT is hunting for another
artist who will work undor the same
¢ircumstonces that Bob does, and thet
is, to do the art for LIGHT direetly on
the stoneils. So if there aro any art-
ists Ir the crowd wishing Yo apply,
step right up and stato your caso.
Reguirements: that your work passcs;
cnd that you cbunsent to do your work
directly on tho stencil. Return: in re-
turn for your work, which will be on
assignmont basis, you will bo teken on
tho Art Staff ef thoc magazineo. Anyeno
may apply, but noturally I om most in-
torested in Cznedians, this being a
Cancdian meogazinoe. Other artists who
wish to submip work on other but a
steady basis, please submit also on
stencil,

Henceforth all worthy art that
takes:iup a full page, will also be re=-
printed in THE VOICE, Light Publicat~
ions other magazine, which is circulated
exclusively through the Fantasy Amatour
Pross Association. Artists will naturally
rcecive a copy of THE VOICE in which
thecir work appears, alsoe

55 eccopios of the May LIGHT will go
to roaders on the mailing list., Since
the beginning of thc year a fow havs
been droppod for obvicus reasons, the
main onc of which was absolute non-

{con't on page 14)
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¢ an article on

g SUN SPOTS g
g by Leslie A. Crouteshs E
§oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo§

Even within the space of our own life-
time, young though most of us are, it
woulé have been fit material for igales of
laughter for anyone, no matter how author=-
itative, to have even so much as suggested
that such remote things as sun spots could
effect us here on earth. But now, with the
aid of science, statistics, and records,
it is krnown that such is the ease.

‘Right now the sun is suffering from
his usual ll-year epidemic of spots. Acc~
ording to science, they run in ll-year
cycles, and we are right in the middie of

.ONO »

Even as far back as 120 A.D; the
Ohinese figured that national disasters
were caused by them, and modern history
tends to bear thuom out. In 1927, which
was a maximum sunspot year, polio cases
in the U.S were three times the average.
Ten years later, Ontarioc suffsred a sim-
ilar epidemic. This was ancther maxiumum
spot year. The great flu epidemic of 1917~
18 coincided with another such spot year,
This, then, makes 1947-45, as the next
one Wo are rapidly heading for,.

Sun spota ere actually rifts in the
outer layer of the sun's surface, thus
allowing thoe inner surface to pour forth
ultra-violet in greater than normal dosag-
os. Ultra-viclet is good for the human
in small gquantities. Under striet control
it is used ir mcdical treatmcnts.

But in the case of sun spots, rad-
jations pur forth and meet the low-pressure
gasses on the fring of the aerth's .at-
mogphgre. There, electrons are liberated
as a result. These electrons bombard the
earth's atmosphere, giving off light,

The northern lights dance across the sky,
earth currents are upset, the magnetiec
lines of force are sent astray. Commun-
ications~ radio, telephone, telegraphye
all go haywire,

The father of the author can recount
that when he was employed by the Canad-
lan National Railways, nights when the
northern lights were very active, and
railway telegraphic communication was al=-
most impossible. Messages sent out arr-
ived garbled, after a journey of only a

( aee page 8)
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SO L
he ssopped. This couldn't go on! Quickening his step, he stepped at
vh~ corner ~woverr stora,. Mo was surprised at the variety of items they had to
Yats Tac %Pulngs ne bouglke rounted on the counter in an ever-rising pile. The
grocer looxed oo it, snraiching bis head,

"Car wvou manage all that, mister?" he asked, -doubtfully. “Don't you want me
to- ¥ "

"Nol™ Snavped Beag,-ﬂ‘ruwing cans into a vox. "I don't want no help, an' I'll
thenk. Jou 50 mind y'r owa businessi"

Ctaggering under th: Joad, he stumbled cut. The grocsr bl*nked " then shrugged,
grinnine.

‘"han he got home, "Boan didn't let the lack of cooking matecials stnp him.
Witiaours bovhorilg Lo Jspeu tho cans or tear the paper from the packagss, he ate

raveasously, gulping ¢own can after can of food, and pound aftsr pouad of meat.,
The vezetablzs. raw. dirty, unpedled, he swaplowad onc after another.

H, kad bought enoush food to last an ordinary person foo &, week, but all
through the nizht he sat and ate, his eyes burning with lack of sleep, his head
and hanuGs so heavv it took physical effort to 1ift them, eating- always eating.

Tor thrcu days and four nights he weapt on. Dirty, disheveled. unshaven, haggard
with weari.ess, Le either sat znd ate or went out and bought more things to cst.

Thet, 13 itsell wes bad -enough, but one night he noticed @ glint ia the skin
of his hainds ard avme. EBxamining them further, he saw with borror toet kis skin was
impreguat.d vith tin~ his fingers were becoming bumpy with- Lo buni closer- with tiny
lumape chat might have been vegetable root budsi 3

The 1ext tvenuy-Iour hours confirmed his feara. The'fcllowlng .fternoon, his
finzer: warz ar interlaving mass of roots, lined with tiny root* haire, His skin
was a shimnering, rippling mass of flexible metal, Btripping himself, he found the
entire arz:3 cf his body tc be the same. .

Svanned, he sank down on the edge of the bed. But even &s his horror-struck
min. ¢wn%.aplated the new turn of events, his hands sti1rfced his coat into his mouth,
Eyss fixel uunsesinzlv on ths opposite well, he chemad thythmieslly and thought
L wRens. s §

A tiny 2cal of marry laughter brought his eyes dosn o the floor, With an ex-
clam tion, he whipped his bavhrob: about him.

", bat do youa ".ant"” ne cemended, bitterly. The ¢lf laughed again,.

"*arﬂ"" Diminctive Digostive Pills' she quetsi. "They stimulate the flow ef
our L9.¢ ritzl dignstive 1vloces and bring an regulsrvity.”

-™hdn she rolled on the floor in 5 paroxysm >I nirsh. Her tiny feet kicked in
-1i1d a»dndom, but Bean had no syes for *her boaut,; no.» HE¢ hated iwer.

Th.l. shc luughel at him, dimapemories began to cuwe |~ the fore of his mind.
lelea of Kiplinz, and his "Puck of. Pook's.Hill", how cold iron could- with a flash~
ingl, “swilt retlon thut surprised ieven himself, i@ caught her up with one hand, and
=1t the cthe_ _.shed into his pants pocket.

‘SLO cquorncd iz his graspe o

Lot me dound sh. scraam d.‘"Ypu big oaf, put me down! I call down on you the
orse fl %he Thize.

Bliel:l HYor :lim ‘raisi vas oreizcled vith a8 ring of cold steel, far more potent
than iron, baceuse .t as cleansed of all im Puritles. It w7as his kay rigg.

H.» sipy feom.irished in the clrcla, on her face ras an expression of anguish.
slmcet, as he watclod, b rvlentad. Her»beauty was so desiroyed by th: expressions
toal suaeec 'Lher.:selves o7or her fecd, But ho jorked at the suddon .unzor pains that



s~ .or2d am again, and hardemed his heart.

Gently, he set her on the table. Then, seating himself, he began to gorge him-
oa food again. Ealf an hour later, he sat back with a sigh.

"See?" He sald, "This is all I've done since I took those pills you gave me."
She locked at him sullenly, her tiny lips pouted. Then she stamped her foot.
“Let me out of this! You'll regret doing thisli®

He laughed shortly.

"I've already regretted ever seeing you. Now, take away the effect of those
pills."

She shook her head in dark silence. Bean .shrugged.

"Zou'll stay khere, then, until you do.” .

"I can't," she anawcred. "Doctor Carecy is the only ono who has the antidote
for thom." K

"Then get him here," -

She made a face at him, kicked up her heels and disappeared. For the next three
hours, Bean spent his time between eating and worrylng. dad he been right abous etoc.?
Would she come back? Shouldn't he havo=w--

“Ant" He let out his breath in expleaive relief, then gulped. With the elf
were a dried up, wizened little man, and a alim beantiful feiry, whose beauty out-
shone thai of the olf's like the sun outshines the moon. Har draperies werc the
sheorest of spider-spun webhing, her form, human ivory, her hair was wovon sunshinc,
her gyos tho scintillating, dancing shade of moogboams and dow, hor face---- Bean
gava up trying to doscribe it and Just looked.

She frowned up at the gaping mortel, then glanced about the rilthy room, wr-
inkling her nose in distaste,

"Phaugh!" shs sniffed. "Thus do all mortals live, in pigstys. And thous,
man, why didst .°v.: put that cruel band on Sania?"

"lLook," Ne angwered, and spread out his bands. "Look at what she's done. I'm
a living mess of roots and metallic skine I want her to take away all this cnd to
restore me to my proper human anatomy. And," he locked grimly at the pouting elf,

"I want her to fix it so I'll eat noxmally like any other human.being, without
tricks,"”

Titania's merry laughter rang out, and Bean frowpad. Thase little people Tound
the strangest things to laugh at,

Titania motioned with the star-tipped rod in her hand, and the bewizened little
elf darted forward, Opening a tiny bag in his hand, he snatched out a tube of some
kind and squeezed its contents on Bean's hands. Then he rubbed briskly.

Tive minutes later, e delighted Bean was looking at his hands, smooth, without
a trace of roots or metallie luster. .

“Open your mouth," squeaked the slf. Doubtfully, Bean obeyed. He felt a flow
of inrushing fluid, then he swallowed, choking convulsively at the sheet of flame
that poured down his throat. Then, he straightened up, a beautific smile over-

spreading his face. Rubbing his stomach, he sighed bliskbfully at the feeling of well-
being that oWerspraad bis cntire body. His skin was as clear .and rough as it aluays
had been, Thore was no motal anywhere on nim.

Titania tapped her wand impetiently.

"Comc, mortal”, sho sald poovighly., "Many things must I do beforetho moon doth
riscs Lot my Sania go, and we shall leave,”

Bean looked down at the ebony<haired elf, a calculating lopk in his eye. She
saw it and turned to her queen. 4 quick interchange of rapid talk passed between
them, and the queen frowned. i

"Mortal,"” she said sternly. "What would you?"

Bean quailed before her flashing eyes.

"I owe that little devil something," he mumbled. "She wished this on me."

"Nay," said the queen imperiously. "Thou owest us something, yes, but ns more
can you touch the fairy folk., We shall extract from you our price when we will. Now,
remove the steel,"

Angry, but unablo to disobey, he did so. As he unsnapped the key rigk, Sania shot
ceilingward, circled, swopped down past his sar, laughing merrily.
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“You will pay!" she cried.

In a soundless puff, the trio of
1ittle poople vanisned, and Za2ar hlinked.
#ith an uneasy fewuling, he cleancd up his
room. Then, washed, shaved, and drossed,
he sat noar the window. staring out. He
would pay. Ho would paye.

Suddenly, he rose, clutching at his
thoart. Scream after scream tore its way
fron his mouth; reeling, he grabbed at
thz rending pain that ripped its way
thyrough hils body. Several dull thuds
fo*lewad; then bumping noises, sguishy
no*sce+4, o uuil rustle.

wher silence reigned, there was
10vhiwg in Yhe room but stacks upon
gvacks of tins of food, piles of vege-
seheies, and layers of meat, In the
ceriro lay a dusty pile of ¢lothing.

THE END

LANTASTA MALARLA
Ly Ogts Noman V. Lamb, Cancdian Army.
(1: Ivelian Yeather {or not).)

R4aIN- A word of extremely vivid mem-
ory-making potentiality. Over here when
it rains 1t really rains; even the fish
look track of the water level. During
the course of a shower We ¢can see them
swimming overhead, chasing after flies,
(NeB- you ain't seen our Italian flies!)

The boys get a 1ot of sport catoh-
ing them; to say Roth{ipg adbout the other
things they catch- all in the way of
spcrt.

There was fish on the menu for to-
night's supper; because our cooks bravely
faced the torrential downpour and speared
us a lovely mess of mashed Nova Scotia
herring, (complete with tins}. They must
be pretty handy with their harpoons, for
the Iish were high, Very high!{ No one en-~
joyed it more then the Itie urchins who
r.ra - present et every mealtime, always
looking for scraps.

It is not unknown over here to re-
tire at night in your tent on a hillside
and wake up in the morning in the midst
of a plain of mugd,

Btween cloudbursts~ known in America
as Calilfernia Dew- it gets extremely dry
and dusty. Vhen a Bren Carrier followed
by & motor eycle passes down the road-
the motor cycle can be seen travelling
six feet off the ground on the dust thr-
¢wa ty the former.

o — b ——— 1 - A S b e ¢ ok

. T% doesa'’t really get hot- compured
to the interior of & working blast fur-
hace~ but the warmth wafted down would
run & Solar motor without cenceniration.
Thermometers not packed in ico must be
buried in doep crypts- or serious oxpios-
iona roault,

The Army Parade-grounds are marked
with white~ ‘sélt~ where thc perspiration
has dripped and dried, row after row,
Cloudy circlos mark the site of the in-
fruquent halts,

(2: Sundry thoughts on shoes, etc).

The Italian juvenile shows a remarke
able enthusiasm for shoe-blacking. One
reason for the high accldent. rate over
here is accounted for by the nuabers of
goldiers who trip over sma'’l boys who have
crept up to polish shoes surreptitiously.
(They are distinguishable from the road

| dust By movement only, anyway).

. i~ sMen lucky enough to be stationed in

‘towns- ‘oh, a respirator is needed in them;

and helps to keep the flies off, too- need
never pélish their own boots if they lcave
tham placed neatly on the curb in front
of their billets overnight.,

The Black Market rates on boots arae
from 1500 l{zes and up.

{In the July issue, Sgt. Lamb will contin-
ue his dissertaticn on Italian life as
seon through the eyes of an army man. The
editor of LIGHT..assiiies no responsibility
for the veracity, or lack of, of these
commentaries,) . -
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» by Tessio E. Walker
ot "

(Editor's notoe: This article was submitt-
ed in November of 1944, The-article rc-
gorred to is ome “hi-~h aprsarcd in J. i,
Rosonblum's "Futurian ¥ar Digest", . and
English far magazinc, which has sinco
ceased publication, Tié urticlec was by a
Arthur H. Bird, on c¢xoerinents cenducted
lii & form of “personai mas hat*sm" ir whiech
it was ropcrted <hat axrortients had
shown the eciu i cxiavenie of 1 forco by
which experfmervo~3 hal atsrected small
object; to tluis fuiagii Sivs,)
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*contrel over his oihclic body- that gths
“eraal but still raterial bedy which
*envelcpos tho betidr known physigal

“t0 one end of the ruler; being careful

1f you have becn recaCing the Qctobor
I"w& 1scus of Fido- what &o.you think of
the findings of Arthur E. Bird?
' » Ho has boen oxperimenting for 22 yrs
and J. Michael Rosonblum and . Déug Wobster
both havo a prodoand respeat-for his
works. Bird c¢laims~' quote: "The electrical
energy proceeding from the finger tdps
varies grertly in power. It cen be tesyed
by suspending a flat boxwoed ruler by @
silken threud Trom & hook raised about 6
inches from a wooden table. Allow the
ruler to bccome stationsry. Then app-
roach the Fire’ flaser bf. the right hand-

not to touca it, The'ruler will.be att-
racted or repelled- gonerally the , '} :
latter. The force i%¥ ivereaged. 42 the' ™
operator can concenta.ite ris taoughte
solely upon the evaefimoJf", unquote. *
Judging from' “tyet that, the ’
ruler.is gp;or:ll" rmppllad, some " !
peoplc would b. prorwSa L think that’ éhe‘-
cxperiment was but‘ gr.hpniig.a ridimentary

framc. Many medium usc. tuis mocuns Yo per-
form the foatd thal tiartle their clients,
Tho fuct that tho repulsion is stronth- '*
cned by concontration would further this
theory as wo have “to will cveon our phy-
sical body to carry out our commands,

(Try wriggling your cars and see how much
will-power and concontration arc needed.)

However there is anothsr school of
thought which considers all life to be but
diffsrent forms of electrical snergycr  _ _ |
atomic vibration, and that at sofle future
time man . will be able %o harness the
vast forces of space ‘itself.

Many beliove the Atlanteans could
control such a fo¥ece and usoed ;t as’'e
motive force for their mirships- in'a -
mannor similar %o mapy of tho rockot
ships of scionce fiction- priné?pally by
attraction and repulsion, . -

. W have harngssod force to wprk
through wires in our oloctrlcal;apparutusﬁ
Wo =an now pluck it from tho air via rad-
io. Why should we not loarn to mso’ i% by
will powor without physical ajid?

1y
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\ Her walked into the all-night er*e-y,
cold ,and damp; out of the night filled

»8ith driving rain, lashed on from vhe hay

by: the howling dogs of a opitter weacer',
.There weren't many people in tre tinr

.| roon« The waiter-owner-cook lounged over
| ¥he white bar; two nordescript laborers

munched dourly on mysterious plates of

.hash. None of'the three ipoked up when he

entered.
- He sat down on:‘the high stool at ths

»endtarthest from the door. The proprietor

begtirred himseif sufficiently to reach
over and. shove in his.directicn a greasy

|menu. He didn’'t bothur.- to pick it up, for

what can yeu by with sen cents?
"Give me one-maat ballg™ he ordered.
. And when it arrived he looked at it
qlmaai.ﬁistasterully, ¢hean bit into the
meat. Whet had it- bech? thp,thought rustled
briefly in some dark coerner of his mind.
Ho bit again, and ‘the fhought loocked forih
from tho door of-his svbconsciousncss,
crancd its nock, thon ventured forth into
the now world of thu waking brain.
« He shivered:",
his wet coat. Being without a job now for

-weeks put dismal, morbid udeas into his

thoughts. This was his last dime. ‘here

would he go from-.hére?, Syicide? He skhivered

again, toyed with the almost nebulous idea

.with an almost lascvious.delight. Then

he shoved it Trom him with a shrug of men-
tal disgust. Anything, almost, but ‘hat.
Self murder did not appeal to him, He hagd
a few shreds of personal decency and dig-
nity left,

He finished the seocomd™wa the last

bite. The final tiny morsel was lifted,

| Azain the vagrant thought of what it

might be composed flitted through his

/v

braine. Beef? laybc horse- a littls bit

hunched more closely into



of humor laughed bleakly. Maybe some
homeless dog or cat? Or maybe the cook
had murdored his wife~- he rememborod a
detectivo story once whero that had happ=
onad and sho had boon seld as sausages,
and at a fancy prico, tool

He sighed and popped the final bit
inte his mouth, munchsd en {t contempl-
etively, seeking to squeeze from the
sensation all the enjoyment poesible be-
fore i} disappeared finally down his
gullet, . /

A picture floated through the eye
of 1 ' mind., He had seen it on the front
of ¢ megazine 1n that cornsr drugstors he
had passed just before coming in here. He
gouldn't recell the name~ meybe it didn't
have a name. But he remembered tho pie-
tfure, lurid, wild, impossible. Same sar¥
of croature it had bheen- he dida't be-
Jieve anything liko it ac#ually oxisted.
It carried a girl, ajaost nakod, through
a forosgt of egqusx¥y impossibls trces., And
it was bojas <hased by a vory prosaic man
with bulg#ng musclos, Yes, ho had lookod
vory =1l fed, vory dry, very comfortahle.

But the thing- morbidly ke toyed
with the recollection., Could there bte
such thinga? Didn't someone once say
thoughts sometimes became actualities?

Or was 1t thoughts were actualities enly
we didn*t realize it? Glumly, he laughed,
just a l1ittle. 4 bleak, bitter laugh. If
thoughts were real maybe he could con-
Jure up a steak, with mushroams, French
fries, catsup, s cuppacawfec.

Or maybe ho could be & meat ball, Yes
another meat bell, and thorc ho would
lie, with his brother on tho shining plato
hencath the glittoring light. Two rocat
balls. Wouldn't the propriotor be amazed?
Ho laughed and this timo tho sourd was
silont,

The proprietor rang up the money from
the two laborers and turnmed to the little
man who had ordered One meat ball and re-
ceived no bread,

But the little man wasn't there.
Cursing, the proprietor reached for the
plate. That was the worst with those dead-
reets- he stopped- and wondered auddenly.

On the plate, side by side, lay two
meat halls.

HSUN SPOTS” (continued from page3)

few short miles; telegraph sounders cl-
icked intermittentiy without any human
hand operating any key in the circuit,

Within my own experience, I have
noted definite instances when the lights
have interfered with radic to a remark-
able degree. On a cold, clear night, when
the beams of nature shot across the skies,
it was possible, on the short wave bands,
to hear what scunded like ar ocean surf,
roaring in and out, in exact syncronism
with the lighta, When a strong beam shod
up into the sky, the roaring heightenend,
when the bean dropped back, the roaring
subsided., It wasn't loud, you needed a
good set, and you needed to pick out &
quiet spot on the dial, but it was un-
mistakahle once it was detected,

In February, the week of the 3rd.,
for one whole night, trans-Atlantic comme
unication was practically non-existent.

I listened in that night, and from app-
orximately 6 mc., to past 18 mc,, not a
station eculd be heard., Not a peep, just
a steady hissing that varied now and then.

However} sun spots go ferther than
messing around with communications on
this earth. They effect the weather, and
the growth of things.

In an eaxly February issue of the
Toronto Dmily Star, was printed an inter-
view with one Dr. Relph E. DelLury, solar
physicist at tho Dominion Observatory at
Ottawa. He forsees all sort of unhappy
things happening as a result, but says
happior days will como either in 1948 or
1949, He says there will be shortcr sumu-
ors, poocr crops, longer wintors, and in-
creasod poliomyelitis and influenza for
a couple of years,

dcecording to Dr. Delury, these spots
bave a 20% effect on the earth's life.,
During this ll-year span, all - living
things are touched- tree growth, grain,
animals, insects, humans, -

In an issue of the same paper, dated
two days later, appeared an account of
cormunications as they were affected on
the same duy and night that I have pre-
viously mentiorned when radio reception
was so bad,

W e N, e 3 0

{concluded on page 13)
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Meote. "Eaczy and Crjstcl: Prgina in Vars. and Prose'. K
~Mtacz - Cleris wshton Srithe ] _ = —
Publisbers- Auburn Journal, Auburn, Celifornia. 1922. 152 pp. 255 Ch. Price unknowh.
Reviewer- Williem H. Evans, .
Otaer dtih: Thoay and Crystel was issued late in 1922 by the author in a limited,
signed cdi*ion of 500 copies. The copyright deposit copy 1s beund in wine-colered
eloth, letterad on the cover in gold: EBONY 4AND CRYSTAL/BY/CLARK ASHTON SMITH. The
0iL7¢> is ¢ the stapled form used in check booké, rather than the usual sewen
vinding. The spine of the book is plaln. .
Corment: This volume, Clark Ashton Smith's third book, and the first to include any
of bic prose works, is prefaced with an appreciation by the famous California poet
Gooogs Sterling. Tais preface so well describes Smith's verse that it is worth
quoiing in full: o

“Who of us care to be present at the accouchment of the irmortal?
I think that we so attend who are tha first to take this boock in our
hands. 4 bold assertetion, truly, and on demonstradble only in yecars
remote fromr these; end-~ dust wages no war with dust. But it is one of
those things I should mont "liks to come back ard sec.”

"Bacaues b, bes lent himself the more innocently %o the Ftispers
of his subconsciovs daemun, ard becsuse he has set those murmurs to
purer and harde: crystal shan we others, by so much longer will the
poexs of Clark Ashton urith sndurc. Here indeed is loot against the
forays of mosc 246 ues. Ieve wo £hall find none or 144Ul of the
sentimental fut witl vaicu so ruel of our literature is larded. Rath-
er shall one in Tragination's ‘micty wmid-region' see elfin rubics
burn at his fuet. 2itel-frecs glow in the nearest cyprosses. and feel
upc:: his Lro7 & winda from the unknown. The brave hunters of fly-specks
on Art's cathedral windo7s will find litile here for their trouble,
and botli tae st:pid and the over-sophisticated would best stare
owlishly and pass by; here are neither kindergartens nor skyscrapers.
But let him who is worthy by reeson of his clear eye and unjaded
heart wander across these borders of beauty and mystery and be glad".
San Francisco, October 28, 1922,

As Sterling says, these are crystal-clear poems, sharp and btright, with none of
the usual romantic pastel colors that obscure so much of the poetry of the world.
In this lies both Smith's strength 2nd his weakness; his poems are not muddied by
sentimont, but they are also cold. Inastoad of remaining at homs end spoaking aof
love ¢nd she boautics of nature, Smith sails the seas of Saturn, roams worlds that
eircle strengo, varicolorcd suns, and plumbs the depths of infinito spoco and time.
The longest peom in tiie volume is the ramous "Hashish-Eater" in which he depicts
the strasnge and weird scenes brought to the mind of the user of the drug. This
no:n is similar to George Sterling's "Wine of Wizardry”, but Smith's seens the more
vivid, the .wore outre. This peom shows very well one of his greatvstrengths; his
uncarny £hility to give a .feeling of alieness to a descriptien. In part this is
accomplisned bty & suparb choice of words, unfamiliar, and yet almost known to the
reader, —uaich lend an air of uncertainty to the view. Included in the volume are
a “umhur of prose peoms, which as their name states are poems written in the more
liberal prose form. The light case in his verse is notithe warm radiance of a full
meoon in autumn, but the cold, brilliant light cast on theglittoring country snow
by the stars on a moonloss night. '

It is interesting to note that several of the peoma- both verse and prose=-
have since been used by Smith as ideas for stories and story-incidents; the most
prominsnt example is the prose peon "The Flower-Devil” which was the idea for the
story "The Damsm of the Flower", (Astounding Storieg, December 1933; Lost Worlds,
Arkhan House, 1944.) o




Thie velure contains sume of Clark hshton Smivhi's very best poetry, It is & shaue
this great poetry is not readily available to the fentasy public, but rumor has it
that a collection of selected peoms which will certeinly include & number from this
volune, may be issued in tlie not-too-distant future by Arkham House.

- Tho End-
(Ed. note: as this was writton scvoral months age, this situation may have improved
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ittle Boy ‘Jorm to Little Girl Vorm: "et's go down to the graveyard and mako love
n decad ernost.”

1
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tho cditor and cachothor. If you want tc be too formal,

Tho
g MAIL 8 vottor stay in bod- you'll have more fund
] BOX. g J.0K SLOLY TATS J, J34CK 4T HURIER U0 ST..RT OFF THIS ISSUR'S
% = ROUND Toronto, Oatario, February 13, 1946. Porbhaps tho nost
8 1 0000000000000000000006 N0T:CoAble thing in this Jiarch/ issuc; to mo at loast;

—as the interosting reply by Hurter to ry ceriticism that his short "Evaporation" was
nfar fotched®, I'n afraid that Fred +os all teo prone vo scizc upon tho idca that ny
eritician of his picce wes onbircly duo to the faet that e craploycd the novel nth-
od of cveporation to cool his spacc shipe On the eontriry. thilc I will not deny tkhat,
12cking his doronstration of ke idoa's foosibility, I vory rwuch doubtcd the poss-
1bility of such a fanitastic schoir, it was by no noans &t all the only fault T found
witk tho story. By "for fotchcd” I iaclude the iafercnec that the ren aboard the
spoco ship would rish an <lmost cotain death fror solar hoat rathor than signcl cond
clloy the salvego serow to board thane. Tho convoicnt discovery of & wotpon by Gossit
in is rodnoss and the faet that ho should diroet his firo, to, of o1l ploces, tho
prceisc spot in thic witer tnaks that wowld ollow for tho requircd rcopid cvaporition;
and £inilly. tho obvious foet that suek 2 guantity of wcdor tics lcft in tihce tanks to
faeilitoto tic cooling proccsse «.11 this I would quostion as well.

Fred, in his hypothesis, sets the amount of water in the tanks at threc tons.
Now perhaps I'™m sticling rgy neck out asain, but, if you will check baclk with the
story, you'll discover that the en had "just enough water to lard". This would cer-
tainly suggest that & great deal of their normal supply of fuel had beon used, and
yet it is claimod that threc tons is left in the "hundred ton ship”. One night con-
jecturc on tho tonnago of a full load of fuel. I hopo that at this point, no ono will
ask theraselves "docsn't he know that rockeis carry their owm woight} and doublo their
omm weiglht in fuel?" Of coumso I know, but this very weizut of Ifucl requirod is onc
of thc rcasons thuat passongor rockois have boen for so long inpreactical. It is
therofor logical to asgsumc that in tho caso of the craft deseribcd in tho story, in
all likclihood not only a pesscagcr rockct, but a ecergo earrying onc, that tho
problon of fucl would havo to bto solved to a sufficient dogrec to pernitv the welght
of thc cratt and contents. Surcly throo tonecs is o very lurgo alount to be left in
tanks that croc supposcd to bo 2ll but cxboustcde

I hopo that with thce procceding 1 hove demonstrated that I Tas not altogothor
unjustificd in torming tho story "for fctchod".

Fred, in juaping to the defonsc of his story with the natural pgidc of cn auth-
or, hos presonted a most intorcsting proof of his probicmog but he has cobviously
overlooked- tho riorc basic aspeets of iy eoisients, the psyehological and physical
probabilitios, es well as the actucl matoricd ronsoaablonces.

Porhops such enclysis of ¢ story os this is too dotaillcd. Certcinly I wrould never
go to_such longths ordinarily, dut in viow of the fuet thot Fred folt that I wes
unduly eritical, I bolicvo this rother lengthy cxerdnation 1is justifiod. JACK SLOAN,
((Hrzr:, looks cs though Frod drew sorcthing or other down on his head, what with
Stenleyfs letter to follow. I wonder if Fred wwill hovo any rebuttel to this? You did
absolutoly rieht in presonting your ccso, soacks Wo fecolings orce being hurt, and such
an argusiont, whon kept on o decont and intclloctucl plare, is worthahile, to say
thq least. Editor.)) -
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NZIXT, HURTER GEvS HIS PII CPACESLIP PULLED ALL 20 PIiCES Rockland, Maine, February

12, 1946. Fred Hurter's argusent about cooling by evaporation sounds adequate,

though I haven't checked khis figures. Irdon't think Jack Sloen's letter referred
specifically to this point &s “far fetched", though. I also fail to.find any refere
ence to slther the '"cones" or "scavengers" 1n his story as published, No matter, ii's
still interosting to lhear about then.

The main purpose of this letter; thou&h is t¢ point out that Fred is laboring
under the common, -bnt erronsous, impression that placing the rocket metor ahead
of the centre of mass of the ship will result in greater stability than in a tail=-
driven rocket, Many rocket exporimenters have made this same mistake; Goddard, even,

in designing his 1926 rocket. He afterward came to the corrcet conclusion, which

he expressed in his 1936 report. The trouble here is that one tends to think of

the tail =driven rocket as being pushed up, like a biiliard cue balanced on the
finger tip, and of the nose-driven rocket as being pulled up, as though by a

string. This string analogy is inappropriate as the force exerted along the strong:
is. always vertical, while the force of the rocket blast will deviate from the
vertical if the rocket itself does. A free-body diagram “/*" 1 shows plainly that if ;.
this happens there is no force acting to restore the rocket to the vertical, regard- .
less of whether the jet is acting at the front or at the rear of the ship. Fig. 1

is such a diegram of & nose-driven ship rising vertically: The vector f represents
the thrust of the motor applied at the point P and in the direction of the rocket's
lopgitudinal exis; g is thc gravitational force which may be considered as acting

at G, the ship's centre of mass. Since f and g act along the same line, their
resultant, £+ &, also acts along this line, and, sincc a forcs may be thought of as
applied anywhere aleng its 1ino of action, it also acts at the point G. Sc that the
only offect 1s precisely thc samo if the force f is applied at the rear, and along
the axis (Fig.2) which would correspond to a tail drive.

Now, to retursn to Fig. 1 for a moment, let us suppose that the rocket while
rising vertically is subjected to a transient force i acting at F in a direction
normel to the axis, Since the direction of this force dees not pass through G,
its effect must be to rotate the rocket about the point Imwwhich is the centre of
percussion of the ship relative to P. Fig. 3 then shows the rocket after it has
deviated from the verticals, The gravitational attraction nmo longer acts aleng the
rocket's axls, but we may resclve it into axisl and normal components g‘gh_and
Ep» One might think that go would aet to rotate the rocket counterclockwisg about
P, However our free body diagram shows us that there is no force acting tg fon-
strain P frcm moving sidewise, and hence, uniess P is the centre of i+ .. ' ‘sem
percussion relative to G, it cannct act as a pivot for g.,. But P is obviously
not the centre of percussion relative to G, since G is the centre of mass and a
force acting en the, centre ef mass of a free body cenncot produce any rotation.

This is equivelant ﬁo sayinz that the centre of percussion rolative to the centre

of mass is the cenire of mass itsolf. On the other hand, after the doviation the
rocket trhust f 1s still directed along the axis and henco has ne component normal
to the axis and acannot produce any rotation ebout I. EHenco, as bofore, f may bo
though of as acting on G. On composition with g, we get the resultant fﬁqg , acting
at G to translate the ship in the direction of the rosultant, and since there are no
forces to produce rotetion the ship will not tond to return to the vertical, The
effoct, thon, of tho transient, t , in Fige 1, is to set the rocket to tumbling cnd
ovor end, and sinco the rocket blast intrcduces no force tcnding tc return the ship
to oquilibrium, it will continue to rotate about I, It will be seen that if the
thrust in Fig. 3 were applicd at the rear instead of the front and were still
directed elong the axis the cffect of this tail drive wouwld bo no difforent than that
of the noso drive.

To right the ship is it necessary that the thrust be directed eut of line with
the axis, as in & Fig.4, so as to yield the normal component 5& which would then tend
to rotave the ship about I and back toeawrd the vertical. Or else this nnrmal force
could be applied by means of an auxilliary sieering jet. As Fig. 5 shows, this could
be dene equally as well at the tail as at the nose of the ship; the force fp at P!
producing retation about its centre of percussion, I,
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The point of all of which i1s that a rocket possesses no intrinsic stability due
to the firing of 1its jets. Honce the position of tje jets along the axis is immat-
erial from this standpoint. Stability may be achieved by means of auxiliary jois
autconatically controlled by an inclinostat, which has the disadvantagoe of being a
complicated and tricky setup, or by means of a gyroscope, which hag the disadvantuage
of being heevye. It may bo though that stability would be improved by having the rock-
ot motor swung in gymbals mounted akead of the centrc of mass of the whole ship,
instecad of boing fixed rigidly along the axise. Perturbing forces uffoeting the hull
would then not be transmitted to tho motor so readily. The thrust would continuc to
bo vertical even if tho axis of thko hull should deviato, But this simply transfers
our provious discussions from the ship as & whcle & tho motor clones And since the
motor would be lightor than the whole ship it would have loss inertia and boe more
scnsitivo to porturbing forcos. It is probable that unoven firing of tho jots would
bc be a considorableo porturbing factor, and since this would be meting directly on
tho motor, the gymbcl mounting horo would bo disadvantagoous. NORMAN F. STANLEY,
((No doubt Eurter is suprosed to be properly squelched by ncw. Perhaps he will have
a rebuttal to this also. Frankly, I was left out in the cold way back there at about
lins three. Now, if this had been electronics- but it wasn't, was it?- ED})
The folloming are the Jigures referred to in the foregoing letter:y
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Mo, IT'S NOT SHERLOCK HOIMES, EVEN THO' HE DOES LIVE AT BAKZR STREET! Dover, Ny J.,
February 10, 1946, Your regular schedule amazes me. In the fanzine field, a pub-
lication that appears when it's expected to is a few notches upward on the ladder
of progress. Fgad, man-- whatta you want to do? Revolutionize the field?

The drawing of the deros is the sort of thing that might inspire Ashley or
Nanek to turn out ancther short-short tele, personifying the deros, tho revealing
in the end that they're really gophers. I mull., JOE KENNEDY.

Is Fearis any relation to Fenris the Wolf in idr. Shaver's mythology?

((Not this,Fenris. He is & Canadian wheo hes alrcady written other items under his own
name., I feel that:every fanzine should adhere to the schedule it sets itself.
If it cannot, then it should adopt & less frequent one and stick to that.- ED))

2 _o- [T .
AND HERE IS A LETTER FROM THE {IN)FAMOUS "YHOS".Framingham, Mass., February 12, 1946.
The accumulated shame of two years plus your recent friendly letfer finelly
pierced my thick hide and made me realize how I've neglected you. I hope this letter
will make some small fraction of amends, and the rest when you catch me, as the
installment buyer sS8yS.sses

I want to sxpress sincere thanx for your continued mailing of LIGHT to me month
after month without so much as a howdoyedo, thank you, or what else in reply.

There are very few guys in fandom who would do it., You are a faithful old jerk,
Andeed, and I loves ya.
- THE LAST SACRIFICE. Aren't naive sunday school stories out of place in LIGHT?

Your sllegory was OK, but the archaic style.was badly fumbled. "Brazen brass"
is cne of the most amusing redundancies I've run across ir some time.

I think sorws of the old die-hards like mysclf wo rofuse to read Palmer's
muck, would onjoy a short article explaining about "Deros", the "cavos" ctc.

Bacover OK.

Why should I sweat my rcar off turning a crank and getting mysoclf inked up
frem head to foot when I can sit down and write what I wish snd send it to some
other damn fool who will be only too happy to publish it in his rag?

Poekota pockota, Art. ARTHUR L. WIDNER.

((Well ncw, I don't know, Art. THE LAST SACRIFICE went over very well. Ditto my
little effort entitled AND IT CAME TO PASS. 4s for the caves, better men than
Palner have become vastly intrigued by holes and their possibilitiese fLnd dbetter
Den than he have been in trouble due to too much attention being paid to then, too,
It could be that when Palmer was a wee suall tot he got his fore digit caught in
soue sort of a hole and got in dutch with somsbody because of his accident, and
that ever since then he's been allergic to them. If you got youwself inked from head
to goot printing a magzzine you ere wise to guit. Either a dummed fool or a careless
son of & gun would do that. I've boon inking a mimeo now for years and I haven't

got more then my hands slightly inky yet, and the inks I have used always would

wash off under the tap, cold water too. Admittedly it is casier to just srite~ maybe
you)?ro lazy, huh? IF you want to write for LIGHT, sczd in a book roview someday.
=ED
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approciatitity, and non-intercst in fandom,
ANT withdrawal of their friondship eithor
complotely cr to a noticoable dogreo. 61
¢opios of LIGHT werc printcd as usual,

Tho mimso run has boen set at a top limit
of 61 copios por lssua. Thcro is room for
5 more rcadors.

Following 1s an alphabotical list of
thosé on the mailing list. This vill bc
printed from timo to time for thoso who may
be interosidd.

1 - Ackernan, Forrest J. (US).

- e e ————— ——— -

Harding, Doug (Can).

"SUN SFOTS" (continunc) .- & 2l- Har
i N1 22~ Holrss, Ron {Eng).

Quating from the newepqpa“ MRS . 23. Hopkins, Eric C (Eng).
aurora halted direct communications betmween 24— Hurter, Freg {Can).
Toronto and Winnipeg, making it necessary 25~ Indick, Ben (US).
for the Canadian Prgss to cover its west- | 26w JTamieson, A. D. (US),
ern members with news funngled from 27~ Kenally, Viola (Can).
Seattls to Vancouver and relayed to the 28~ Korpbluth, Mary (US),
CP network through wetsren Canada. North- 29= Lamb, Norman V. (Can),
ern Ontario, espeeially in the acreas of 30~ Laney, Fracis T. (US).
Sudbury and Timmins, parts of Vestern 7 ‘- 31~ Kennedy, Joe {US).
7. Ontario arcund Londen and Chathem, 32« L.iisS.F.S {US)
raccived only intormittont servise during 33~ MaeDonald, Edwin [Scot).
most of tho morning." 34~ Perry, Boff (US).

In San Fracisco, oxpcrts said that 35~ Richardson, Rev. Darrell C,
radio was cntering 2 eycle in which sun- (Us).
spot iniorforcnco was likoly to bo fro- 36— Rogerson, Mrs. Pat (Can),
quent fox threc ycors. 237- Rosenblum, Michael (Eng).

S0 you sco, man, for all his vaunt- 38- Fothman, Milton (US).
ed choeat beating and claims of super- 39- Sloan, Jack (Cean),
iority, is still pretty much the dowdy 40~ Speer,.Jack {US) .
plaything of maturce . 41- Svanley, Norman F.. (US).
--------------------- B0 e 42~ Bwisher, Robts D. (US),

AR . .

LIGHT continuod from P i gﬁkofc?gLé).
FLASHES pago S 45- Temple, Mrs. Joan (Eng).

46~ Train, Ossie (US).

47- Van Vogt, 4. E. (US-Can),
48~ Tucker, Bob (US).

49~ Wakofiecld, Harold (Can).
bé- Walkor, Mrs. 4. D. (Can),
51~ Viarner, Harry (Us),

52~ Vosson, Helen V. (US).
o3=- Wheclor, Mari Beth (US).
54~ White, Tod (Can),

55~ Viidner, Art. (US)

LIGAT is
ondent wno is

now going to a aow corrasp-
2 reoder, not yet a fan,

2 ~ hlger, iMartin E. (US). 50t Wk 2314 16 hai hoard of the fanzines,
3 - Anderson, Virginia (US). VT rovey sesn any wntil I sent him mine,
4 ~ Baldwin, Franxlin Lee (US). Mhis wan a2z gupicye? by the Intornatioanl
S - Betts, Albers A. (Can). usinuss Wechinss in New York, and is right
& = Bloch, Rotext (US). Lp Shews on the various forms of duplicat-
7 - Bovard, Bartare E. (US). won, He has alrsady cniigntencd me a great
8 - Carlson, XK. Martin (US), deal oo %12 Muliilish process, and on
9 - Croutch, Vietor K. (®s)(Can}. protcciencial stencils. I have appreached
10- Cunningham, Jokn il (US). aia gbout doing an article on various
1l- Duniel, Thos. R. (US). msthois of duplicztion. If I am suceessful,
12- Daugherty, Waslter J, (Us), 4 will be run imzedietly on recoption in
13- Davis, Oliver C. (US). I,

. 14- Dunkelberger, Walter (US). I want to know how meny of the

- 15- FEvags, Wm. E. (US). rcadors are irserested in homs movies.

iy 16-- Evans, E. E. (vs), i %ol =0 mueck the showing of them as the

. - 17~ Erans, Jonms (US). Irmesing of *hom. Escepeially as it pertains
18~ Godfrey, Al (Canj. ; 20 s3izney fivvion, fantasy, et al.
19-- Gitson, W. Robt, {Can), ¢ Satacaing Gibson's Book List which

20- Hanley, Thos. R, {Can).

o

1
Ll
ih“s been rornnang in the book department.

-



Bob says this list iz not of books he
wents, or books he knows c¢l. They are
ones he had at the time he wrote it out,
4s this was done over a ysar ago, he has
a lot more now. Already several have
mentioned to me that he bhas listod the
odd titlo they didn't know of, which was
oxactly the roason for running thoe list.
Whon Bob's is finishod, thoro is & smell-
cr ona horo of Norman Lamb's to bc run.
Therc is ono of Laumb's of Itallan books,
all in Itclian, too, whieh may be run
soporatcly as an articlo somotimo.

VWhich brings up tho fact that LIGHT
is in nocd of book rcvicws. JAny of you
do any, or havc ono finished? LIGHT
would bo glad to print 1%,

In this {ssuc runs tho socond story
I have writton, using a song titlc os
my inspiration. I want to know frem all
of you how it gocs overe. I cm toying with
somc 1ldcas using othcr song titles.
Though I don't know just how I'd work &
titlo likc "Chickory=-Chick" upil

Repeatedly I recelve reguests and
inquiries on advertising and advertising
rates, therefor I see I'll have to siate
ny stand again,

LIGHT is a 100% amateur NON~PROFIT
magazine. At present NO advertising is
golicited OR accepted., Pleasc do not ask,
for I'll only have to turn you down. Get
in touch with the dozons of other ad-
mirable fanzines who 4o handle advertisi
and cheaply, too.

The fact that at times I run ad-
vortising of books or magazincs that I
have to swap or othorwise disposs cof,
is bosido tho point and 1s NOT an ¢x-
ccption to the rule.

IF, ant any time in the future, I
change my stand, you will rcccive
amplo notification, along with rates,
and so forth,

The oxperdimcnt with a sorial has
gono ovaor very woll. Boverd's story -
bout Mr. Boan hos most of the readers
wondoring what will happon noxt. I am
wondoring what the roaetion will bo to
tho elimax sho presonts. Howover, sovor-
21 thought hor portrayal of tho foiry
inconsistont with the rost of tho story.
Thoy suggostod hor pootical langunge
did not "joll“.

"ind It C:imo To Pess" glicitod
rosponsc that surpriscd cven mo. I figur
od it would etir up somc fuss, and I
wasn't disappeintod. But cpparantly
no—-o.r0 ot tho aectual "drift" as I in-

tondcd it ..lsuv ‘tac name "Ubawcck" cone
fuscd somc. They got tho rost of the
placo-namcs, though, Pcrbaps if thoy
knew iy stroct cddross it would help
moc: "4l Ticubegk Stroot”,.

FOR

I hovo the follovwing items for swap.
Fon who clrozdy havo accounts with mo
ccn got itoms on credit. Others will
havo to ewap sore itom ot tho timo as
I con't opon any now accounts, Not
nocaessarily first offor accopted,

I A E R EEERNEEEENENENNNSENEEN NN EEN EENEN XN}
6 copiocs, brand now, of tho Canadian
pocket bock, "The Stuffcd Mon™, by
Anthony Rud. 35¢ occh in swvap. If you
want all 6, tho prico is $2,00. Or will
swap for scre itom that I want. What do
you offeor?

B AGIEIPPPEPSIREC OISO ISORPNEPIOSPRNT TS PR

3 copics of Canadicn UNC:NNY TLLES,
datcd Octobor, 1941, Covors on. Good
condition. 50¢ cceh in swap. Sanw terns
as abovo,

a3
t..‘.’.....ﬁ..‘..".ll....'llbl.'l.'..l

1 oopy of "Vcrowolf of Paris"., Clothe
bound, Fair condition. Tirittoa by Guy
Endorc. Valuc $3.00,

I AN R ERENENEENNEENEENEEENN SN NNEN NN NNENENXENNNENN)
Tho Idyll of thc Whito Lotus, by l&abol
Collins, Excollont condition. Cloth
Bound , $30000

PO RO BRP IR ORI P RNEE N RP ORI IENOGOOEPRSPOETEeR
Signs and Viondors, by J. D. borcaford.
Cloth bound, with dust jackot. Exccll-
ont condition, $2.50.

worn 4Llive, by Susan _Ertz, Cloth
Bound, dust jacket, oxecllont condition
$0.004

Strcongo Papers of Dr. Blayre, by
Christophor Bleyrc. Cloth Bound, fair
condition. $2,00,

.."..QQ....Q....'...l.‘..l...l'l.l....

.1l itcns sont postpaid. No ordor teo
anall, none too large. Specizal price

if you want iLL of tho abovc, Pon't
offor mo curront nagazines as I coan get
thon in Perry Sound without any
difficulty. Intorcsted in antholegics

though. (advt/
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sor! Professor?

happéned To SaTurn ?
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“You m@s"’.ﬁve beena ‘b.eax..‘h’{u’ bqb)l ke :
‘Cause, baby, Jook GT)(ou now !
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ThesGhoil 4 " You can have your Zombies,

l-wa r:T ny rv-.ga‘f dead, bu‘TnOT:h\OL; le.®
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“Fan mo/ blow /)dfd/_
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